
English	  9	  CPA	  
Mrs.	  Buraczenski	  

Linda_Buraczenski@wrsd.net	  
Office	  –	  E108	  

	  
Syllabus	  2013-‐2014	  

	  
Welcome	  to	  Wachusett	  Regional	  High	  School!	  	  Over	  the	  course	  of	  this	  school	  year	  we	  will	  
study	  many	  different	  genres	  of	  literature,	  literary	  terms,	  learn	  about	  the	  cultures	  and	  
people	  who	  wrote	  the	  works	  we	  read,	  and	  practice	  various	  kinds	  of	  writing.	  
	  
Bibliography 
This bibliography is subject to, and probably will, change.  In addition to these books, we will 
cover shorter works of literature through the use of handouts and in-class materials.  You will 
sign a receipt for each book you receive and you will be charged for any unreturned or damaged 
materials 
Mythology – Edith Hamilton 
The Odyssey – Robert Fitzgerald (translator) 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck 
Night – Elie Wiesel 
A Variety of Short Stories and Poems 
 
Wachusett ’s  Core Values 
Responsibility	  -‐	  I expect that each and every member of this class will behave in a respectful 
manner.  That means that you show respect toward me, your classmates, yourself, and our 
classroom (don’t write on the desks or other furniture, pick up any trash on the floor, even if it’s 
not yours - this is our classroom, and we need to keep it clean and organized).  Do not use 
inappropriate language in my class at any time; I expect that you are all mature enough to know 
what is and what is not appropriate.  It also means that you come to class prepared to work; 
meaning, you have a writing utensil, notebook, books, and other relevant materials ready before 
the bell rings.  You are responsible for what happens in our class. 
 
Innovation – The definition for innovation is, “a new method, idea, product, etc.”  (New Oxford 
American Dictionary).  Unlike Math class where there is a definitive answer, there are many 
possible answers in English class.  Literature is open to many different interpretations.  The 
meaning that I find in a poem may be completely different from what you may think it means. We 
are going to find new ways to read, interpret, and defend our opinions on the works we read. 
 
Critical Thinking – I hope to challenge you to think about some of your beliefs and assumptions.  
You should start to form opinions by yourself and with other students before class begins.  Think 
about what we read.  Talk about it, argue about it, but do not just accept what I say because that 
is the easy thing to do. 
 



Problem Solving – The material we read this year will be challenging.  Individually and as a class 
we are going to find answers to questions, solutions to problems, and work to overcome any 
obstacles that we face.  What we will NOT do is give up just because something is difficult.   
 
Communication  - We communicate in many different ways.  I will communicate information, 
knowledge, expectations, assignments, and much more to you this year.  You need to 
communicate answers, questions, concerns, comments, etc. to me.  Please remember, it’s ok to be 
wrong.  You need to be wrong sometimes or you aren’t taking enough risks.  I prefer daringly 
wrong to timidly right.  Take intellectual risks in this class. 
 
Tidbits 
Making up missed work - If you know in advance that you will be absent, please tell me.  Come 
and see me when you get back to get any work you missed and schedule a time to make up any 
missed quizzes.  I will  not  seek you out to give you work you have missed.  Tests and quizzes 
that are missed will not be re-administered during class.  Any work that is not made up in a timely 
manner will result in a zero for the assignment and/or quiz (please see the student handbook for 
WRHS’s policy on this).  For major papers and/or projects, you will lose 10 points each day past 
the due date for three days.  After three days, you will receive a zero.  No exceptions. 
 
Electronics - If I see, hear, or suspect that you are using your cell phone, ipod, etc. in class (that 
includes headphones), I will turn them into your administrator according to WRHS policy.  All 
backpacks, purses, and such must be kept on the ground or under your desk during class. 
 
Detentions - I don’t like giving detentions, but I do give them.  Any behavior that is disruptive 
(talking out of turn, inappropriate language, ridiculing another student, tantrums, etc.) or 
disrespectful may lead to a detention.  If you skip my detention, you will serve two office 
detentions. 
 
Academic Honesty - Remember that everyone at Wachusett is held to the highest standards of 
academic honesty.  Plagiarism is not acceptable and will be dealt with to the full extent of the 
WRHS policies. 
 
Grading -  Quizzes are graded once.  Oral presentations, essays, and projects will be assigned a 
double or triple value.  I reserve the right to give pop quizzes.  Some projects may be graded 
differently, but that difference will be announced at the time the assignment is given.  Homework 
is graded on a 10-point scale; if you complete your homework you will earn 10 points (full credit), 
if you do half of your homework you will earn 5 points (half credit), and if you do not do your 
homework you will earn a 0 (no credit). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Syllabus Receipt 
 
I, __________________________________, have read and understand all of the above  
 
information and am willing to cooperate with my teacher, ______________________________,  
 
and the rest of my class in order to have a successful year here  at Wachusett Regional High  
 
School. 
 
Signed, 
 
 
____________________________________         ______________________________________ 
Student Signature             Parent/ Guardian Signature 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, please provide your email address and a phone number at which I can 
reach you – Thank you! 
 
Email: 
 
Home/Cell Phone: 
 


